. Secure attachment relationships are characterized by an infant's reliance on the caregiver as a potential source of protection and comfort. This style of attachment promotes exploration of the environment because children can depend on caregivers for security. In contrast, in insecure attachment relationships the caregiver is inconsistent in both availability and comfort. Caregivers are indifferent or unpredictable in responding to the child's needs, potentially resulting in feelings of anxiety or anger about the caregiver's availability. Although attachment to caregivers forms in infancy, it is relatively stable over the lifespan (Waters, Merrick, Treboux, Crowell, & Albersheim, 2000) and affects behavior throughout life (Hazan & Shaver, 1987) . Thus, it is reasonable to expect that attachment relationships formed in childhood may influence later attitudes, including political attitudes.
Political Attitude Congruence Between Parents and Children
Though previous research has not specifically focused on attachment style as a predictor of political attitude transmission, there has been extensive study of political socialization. By definition, political socialization is "those developmental processes through which persons acquire political orientations and patterns of behavior" (Easton & Dennis, 1969, p. 7) . Socialization can occur through institutions (e.g., family, school, church), larger social settings (e.g., social class, ethnic origin, geographical regions), and social reactions to the child's individual characteristics (e.g., intelligence, personal/emotional needs; Hess & Torney, 1967) . Previous research suggests that the family may be one institution through which children learn social norms, and that this process of socialization affects attitudes into adulthood (Adorno, FrenkelBrunswik, Levinson, & Sanford, 1950; Campbell, 1969) . Family members may act as teaching agents, provide models for children to emulate, and/or serve as a guide for later relationships with the government and political system (Hess & Torney, 1967) . Extensive political socialization research conducted by Jennings and Niemi (1974) examined similarity in political partisanship between high school students and their parents. They found a high degree of partisanship similarity, suggesting that parents influence their child's attitudes to a certain extent. Furthermore, parent-child attitudinal similarity appears relatively stable across the life course (Glass et al., 1986) . Taken together, these studies suggest that parental political attitudes are highly related to children's political attitudes and that this relation continues into adulthood.
It is important to note that attitudinal similarity may differ between mother-child and father-child relationships. Although Jennings and Niemi (1968) found that individuals had approximately equal correlations between their attitudes and both their fathers' and their mothers' attitudes, other studies have suggested that children are more likely to adopt their mother's political orientation than their father's political orientation (Beck & Jennings, 1975; Dash, 1992; Thomas, 1971) . Thus, it is important to examine parent-child attitude congruence (i.e., mother-child and father-child relationships) separately to assess these potential differences. Though the political attitudes of parents and children are strongly connected, we sought to determine factors that may cause variability in the degree of similarity.
Parental Attachment and Political Attitude Congruence
While there has been limited research on the impact of attachment on attitude transmission, there is reason to believe that the two are related. Children form attachments to government figures in a similar manner as they do to their parents or caregivers (Easton & Dennis, 1969; Hess & Torney, 1967) . Thus, as attitudes towards familial authority figures develop, attitudes towards governmental authority figures may be subsequently influenced.
Furthermore, children are more likely to adopt their parents' political orientation if the family is highly politicized and if parents hold consistent political attitudes with one another and over time (Jennings, Stoker, & Bowers, 2009 ). Jennings and Niemi (1974) suggested that children were more likely to learn a behavior if their models were behaviorally consistent. Given that one of the key features of secure attachment is the child's perception of parents' consistency and dependability (Weinfield et al., 2008) , securely attached children tend to identify with their parents and adopt similar patterns of behavior (Bowlby, 1973) . For example, individuals with secure relationships are more likely to adopt their attachment figures' religious standards than are individuals with insecure relationships (Granqvist & Kirkpatrick, 2008) . Since securely attached children have consistent behavioral and attitudinal models, they may have greater similarity in political attitudes with their parents than do children with insecure attachment and inconsistent caregivers.
So far, research examining the quality of parent-child relationships with respect to political attitude transmission has yielded conflicting results. Jennings and Niemi (1968) suggested that parental affection had no influence on successful transmission. Conversely, Tedin (1974) found that parent attractiveness, defined as the child's feelings of closeness to and admiration for the parent, had an impact on attitude congruence about some specific policies, but not others. Finally, Middleton and Putney (1963) found that when parents were at the extremes of disciplinary styles, either permissive or authoritarian, children differed more from their parents politically. Not only have results been somewhat conflicting, but these researchers also used vague measurements of parental relationships (especially as attachment theory was developing at approximately the same time). Participants answered questions about disciplinary styles (Jennings & Niemi, 1968; Middleton & Putney, 1963) and/or general, single-item questions about closeness to the parent figure (Middleton & Putney, 1963; Tedin, 1974) . While these studies suggest that the relationship quality between parents and children might influence political attitude transmission, we sought to examine this influence using a more comprehensive assessment of attachment style.
Current Research Hypotheses
In this study, we sought to examine the relation between parental attachment and parent-child political attitude congruence. We expected that participants would have attitudes that were more congruent with their mothers' than with their fathers' political attitudes, regardless of attachment style (H1). Furthermore, we hypothesized that participants would have attitudes that were more similar with their same-sex parent than with their different-sex parent (H2). That is, women would have attitudes that were more similar to their mothers than to their fathers and men would have attitudes that are more similar to their fathers than to their mothers, irrespective of attachment style. We expected attachment style to influence attitude transmission such that securely attached individuals would be more likely to have congruent political attitudes with both their fathers (H3) and their mothers (H4) than would insecurely attached individuals.
Method Participants
Participants consisted of 125 undergraduate students from a private, Midwestern, Jesuit university. Two participants did not complete half or more of the questions on any given measure and were subsequently excluded from analysis. The remaining sample consisted of 123 participants (37 men, 85 women, and 1 undisclosed). The sample was approximately 73.2% White American, 18.7% Asian American/Pacific Islander, 2.4% Bi-racial, 0.8% African American, 0.8% Hispanic, and 3.3% self-described as "other." Participant ages ranged from 17-29 years old with a mean of 19.41 years (SD = 1.81). Participants were predominantly Catholic (55.3%) and Protestant (14.6%), however 12.2% had no religious affiliation, 4.9% were Hindu, 2.4% were Jewish, 2.4% were Muslim, .8% were Buddhist, 4.9% self-described as "other," and 2.4% were undisclosed.
Measures and Procedure
We recruited participants from introductory psychology courses after receiving approval from the institutional review board, and they received course credit for participation. After participants were informed of the study procedures and gave their consent to participate, they completed a battery of online questionnaires designed to measure parental attachment, political attitudes, and general demographic information. General demographic information included age, sex, religion, and ethnicity. Participants were then debriefed and thanked for their participation.
Parent Attachment. The Inventory of Parent and Peer Attachment (IPPA; Armsden & Greenberg, 2009 ) is a 75-item questionnaire designed to measure attachment to the participant's mother, father, and peers. As peer attachment was irrelevant to hypotheses, we only analyzed the mother and father subscales. Participants answered how true statements were for them across dimensions of trust (e.g., "My mother accepts me as I am"), communication (e.g., "My mother helps me to understand myself better"), and alienation (e.g., "My mother doesn't understand what I'm going through these days") on a 5-point Likert scale, (1 = almost never or never true to 5 = almost always or always true). Higher scores indicated greater levels of attachment (e.g., higher security). Armsden and Greenberg (2009) have found this scale to be related to other scales assessing parent-child relationships as well as predictive of well-being and coping strategies. In previous research, this scale was found to be highly reliable (α mother = .87, α father = .89; Armsden & Greenberg, 2009) . Internal consistency analysis for the current sample indicated that the IPPA was a reliable measure of both maternal (α = .95) and paternal attachment (α = .96).
Political Attitudes. Participants self-reported liberalism and conservatism on separate 9-point Likert scales (1 = extremely not liberal/conservative to 9 = extremely liberal/conservative). In his review, Jost (2006) argues that respondents place themselves on single-item political attitude scales with a high degree of stability and that these scales are predictive of voting behaviors. We modified these self-reports of political attitudes to assess parental attitudes as well (1 = extremely not liberal/conservative to 9 = extremely liberal/conservative). Participants rated their mothers' and fathers' liberalism and conservatism using the same 9-point Likert scales. In total participants rated political attitudes on six separate scales: self-reported liberalism, self-reported conservatism, mother's liberalism, mother's conservatism, father's liberalism, and father's conservatism.
Results
Prior to analysis, items were averaged, after appropriate reverse coding, to create mean scores for each scale administered. We replaced missing scale data with the mean score of the missing item. See Table 1 for complete means and standard deviations of attachment groups and political attitude scores.
We divided participants into three groups based on attachment style: low-security, mediumsecurity, and high-security, following the methods of Armsden and Greenberg (1987) . We grouped participants separately for maternal and paternal attachment analyses. Participants were divided according to their score on the father subscale of the IPPA such that participants with the lowest third of scores (approximately) were in the lowsecurity group (n = 41), the middle third were in the medium-security group (n = 39), and the highest third were in the high-security group (n = 43). Using the same method, we divided participants into groups based on maternal attachment style as well: low-security (n = 42), medium-security (n = 38), and high-security (n = 43). In general, maternal attachment was significantly positively associated with paternal attachment in general, r(123) = .28, p = .002, and when separately analyzed among men, r(37) = .41, p = .011, and women, r(85) = .28, p = .010, suggesting a moderate relation in attachment style between parents.
To assess differences in political attitudes between participants and parents, we subtracted participants' ratings of their liberalism and conservatism from reported ratings of parents' liberalism and conservatism to create deviance scores. These scores had a possible range from -8 to 8. Positive scores indicated that participants were less liberal or less conservative than their parents were and negative scores indicated that participants were more liberal or more conservative than their parents were. Numbers closer to zero indicated greater levels of political attitude congruence between parents and children, with zero indicating matching participant and parent scores.
Comparison of Maternal and Paternal Attitude Congruence
We expected that participants would generally have political attitudes that were more congruent with their mothers than with their fathers (H1). Furthermore, we predicted that participants would have political attitudes that were more similar to their same-sex parent than to their different-sex parent (H2). Correlations between participant, maternal, and paternal political attitudes are presented in Table 2 . These correlations by participant sex are presented in Table 3 . Conservative attitudes. To assess whether participants deviated more in conservative attitudes with their fathers than with their mothers, we submitted deviance scores to a dependent, 29, such that fathers (M = 6.15, SD = 2.25) were seen as more conservative than mothers (M = 5.51, SD = 2.12). Female participants also perceived a significant difference in parental liberal attitudes, t(84) = 3.93, p < .001, d = .37, such that mothers (M = 4.54, SD = 2.10) were seen as more liberal than fathers (M = 3.78, SD = 1.99). Overall, these results support the first hypothesis (H1) and suggest that participants generally deviated less from their mother than from their father in both conservatism and liberalism. While female participants deviated significantly less in conservatism and liberalism from their mother than from their father, there were no significant differences in conservatism or liberalism attitude deviance between mothers and fathers for male participants. This partially supports the second hypothesis (H2); women had attitudes that are more congruent with their mothers, but men did not differ in attitude congruence based on parent sex. Furthermore, women tended to perceive greater differences in political attitudes between parents than did men.
Father-Child Attitude Congruence by Attachment
We expected participants with more secure paternal attachment would deviate less in political attitudes from their fathers than would participants with less secure attachment (H3). We conducted IN PSYCHOLOGY (VOL. 17, NO. 3/ISSN 2164-8204) a one-way ANOVA to assess political attitude congruence between participants and their fathers in conservatism based on paternal attachment style. This analysis revealed significant differences among low-, medium-, and high-security attachment groups in political attitude congruence, F(2, 120) = 3.43, p = .036, η 2 = .05. Tukey's post-hoc analysis indicated that high-security individuals (M = .51, SD = 2.35) were more likely to have corresponding conservatism with their fathers than were medium-security individuals (M = 1.85, SD = 2.12, p = .028). However, low-security individuals (M = 1.29, SD = 2.49) did not significantly differ from either medium-security, p = .527, or high-security individuals, p = .283. See Table 4 for the complete means and standard deviations of parent-child political attitude deviance scores across attachment groups for both mother-child and father-child comparisons.
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We also conducted a one-way ANOVA to assess political attitude congruence between participants and their fathers in liberalism based on paternal attachment style. Results showed significant differences in liberalism attitude congruence among low-, medium-, and high-security attachment groups, F(2, 120) = 3.23, p = .043, η 2 = .05. Tukey's post-hoc analysis was not significant, but indicated a trend such that high-security individuals (M = -.44, SD = 2.10) had greater corresponding liberalism with their fathers than did low-security individuals (M = -1.41, SD = 2.26), p = .062. Medium-security individuals (M = -1.50, SD = 1.98), however, did not significantly differ from either high-security, p = .100, or low-security individuals, p = .982. Taken together, these results suggest evidence for the third hypothesis (H3). Participants who were more securely attached to their father were more likely to have corresponding liberal and conservative attitudes with their father than participants who were less securely attached.
Mother-Child Attitude Congruence by Attachment
We predicted that participants with more secure attachment would deviate less in political attitudes from their mothers than would participants with less secure attachment (H4). We conducted a one-way ANOVA to assess differences in political attitude congruence between participants and their mothers in conservatism based on maternal attachment style. This analysis revealed no significant differences among low-, medium-, and high-security attachment groups in maternal political attitude congruence, F(2, 120) = .04, p = .963, η 2 = .00. A one-way ANOVA also revealed no significant differences among low-, medium-, and high-security attachment groups in regards to liberal political attitude congruence, F(2, 120) = .36, p = .696, η 2 = .00. Results did not support the forth hypothesis (H4) that participants who were more securely attached to their mother were more likely to have corresponding liberal and conservative attitudes with their mother than subjects who were less securely attached.
Discussion
In support of previous research, and our first hypothesis (H1; Beck & Jennings, 1975; Dash, 1992; Thomas, 1971) , participants had greater conservative and liberal attitude congruence with their mothers than with fathers, regardless of attachment group. Furthermore, the second hypothesis (H2) was partially supported as female participants were more likely to have corresponding liberalism and conservatism with their mothers than with their fathers, regardless of attachment group. However, there were no significant differences in attitude congruence, based on parent sex for male participants. This may be partially because women in the sample perceived greater differences between parental political attitudes than did men. As predicted (H3), paternal attachment was a significant predictor of father-child political attitude congruence. Participants with high paternal security had significantly greater conservative attitude congruence with their fathers than participants with medium-security. Additionally, participants with high paternal security had greater liberal attitude congruence with their fathers than participants with low-security paternal attachment. Maternal attachment, however, was not a significant predictor of mother-child political attitude congruence for either liberalism or conservatism, in contrast to our forth hypothesis (H4). These findings suggest that overall mothers' political attitudes may influence political attitudes more than fathers' political attitudes while the influence of fathers' attitudes is more dependent on contextual factors, such as attachment style. There are several reasons attachment style may have influenced the transmission of paternal political attitudes, but not maternal political attitudes. It is possible that transmission of political attitudes based on attachment is influenced by perceived sex roles. Women are significantly less likely than men to run for political office or to view themselves as qualified (Fox & Lawless, 2004) and politics may be considered a "man's job" (Verba, Burns, & Schlozman, 1997) . Children may view fathers as more political than mothers and they may be more outspoken about their attitudes, creating greater perceived deviance and sensitivity to relationship dynamics.
Additionally, results of this study indicate greater variability in paternal attachment than maternal attachment. Though we divided participants into attachment groups based on previous methods, only 8.1% participants had mean maternal attachment scores below the midpoint of three on a 5-point Likert scale, suggesting possible ceiling effects in that participants were securely attached to their mothers overall. On the other hand, 19.5% of participants had mean paternal attachment scores below three on a 5-point Likert scale, suggesting more variability in paternal than maternal attachment relationships. This lack of variance in maternal attachment scores and attitude congruence may explain why maternal attachment did not significantly predict mother-child political attitude deviance but paternal attachment did predict father-child attitude deviance.
Our results support previous research indicating that securely attached individuals are more likely to adhere to their fathers' attitudes than insecure individuals (Granqvist, 1998) , and that positive parent-child relationships are related to greater attitude transmission (Middleton & Putney, 1963) . Political attitude transmission is more likely when the parent holds consistent attitudes and provides a stable model of political behavior (Jennings et al., 2009 ). Securely attached participants may have had greater political attitude congruence with their fathers because they saw the father as a stable and consistent figure from which to learn political attitudes and behavior. Additionally, secure attachment may cause children to become receptive to the messages of socialization since they are oriented more towards the caregiver than are insecurely attached children (Kochanska, Aksan, Knaack, & Rhines, 2004) . In this relationship, the parent may praise the child for holding and verbalizing the same political views, reinforcing these attitudes, whereas parents in insecure relationships would most likely act indifferently towards their child's views.
Limitations and Future Directions
Several factors may have influenced the results of this study. First, as with many studies using undergraduate students, the current sample may not be representative of the diversity of the general population. The majority of participants were female, White American, and attended a Catholic Jesuit university. As previously discussed, the majority of participants had attachment scores above the scale midpoint of three. This may indicate potential ceiling effects in that most participants were relatively secure in both maternal and paternal attachment. Finally, the sample used in the current study may not have been large enough to detect a small effect size. Future studies should aim for a more diverse sample, with greater variability in attachment style, education level, ethnicity, religious affiliation, and sex. Furthermore, this study was constrained by available measures of attachment style and political ideology. Many attachment measures were designed to assess parental attachment in childhood (e.g., Ainsworth, Blehar, Waters, & Wall, 1978; Cassidy & Marvin, 1992; Main & Cassidy, 1988) or focus on attachment in romantic relationships (e.g., Hazan & Shaver, 1987) . Given that political attitudes begin to form in early childhood, it was of importance to use an assessment of parental attachment rather than romantic attachments formed in later adulthood, while using an adult population with established political attitudes. Although there are many measures of adult attachment, some require lengthy assessment with special training (e.g., the Adult Attachment Interview; George, Kaplan, & Main, 1996) or focus on extremes in attachment (e.g., the Attachment History Questionnaire; Pottharst, 1990 ). We selected the IPPA (Armsden & Greenberg, 1987; Armsden & Greenberg, 2009) for the current study due to its fit with the study population of young adults, ability to measure attachment to both parents, acceptable level of reliability, and ease of administration. While it is a comprehensive measure of adult parental attachment, it assesses current attitudes toward parents. It would be beneficial to assess participants' attitudes during childhood, either by asking participants to look back on their childhood or by conducting a longitudinal study of attachment and political attitude congruence over time. Assessment of attachment in childhood would help provide a more comprehensive picture of political attitude development over the lifespan.
We were also limited in our assessment of political attitudes by available measures. Many established scales designed to measure political attitudes ask about specific policies and are therefore outdated or include extreme statements that are no longer particularly relevant (e.g., the Social Attitudes Statement Scale, SA-II, Kerlinger, 1984; Conservatism Scale, McClosky, 1958; McClosky & Bann, 1979) . While single-item self-reports are commonly used in assessment of political attitudes (e.g., Jost, 2006; Pratto, Sidanius, Stallworth, & Malle, 1994; Weber & Federico, 2007) , this study could be improved by using an objective measure of political attitudes or by asking about past political behavior (e.g., voting history), rather than self-reported liberalism and conservatism. In this way, liberalism and conservatism would have standardized definitions, accounting for individual participant differences in the meaning of liberal or conservative. Furthermore, while participant perception is important, future research could ask participants' parents to self-report their political attitudes. This measurement would assess parent-child attitude similarity more accurately and allow comparison of parents' attitudes to participant perception.
In the future, research could also focus on the specific characteristics of attachment style that influence attitude congruence and the broader implications of this influence. These studies could assess communication and social learning between parents and children to examine the underlying reasons secure attachment predicts political attitude congruence between fathers and children. Furthermore, attachment style may have "realworld" implications in that it may also be associated with congruent parent-child political behaviors, such as campaign involvement and voting behavior.
Conclusion
Results of the current study support previous research indicating that parental attachment continues to influence attitudes beyond childhood and political attitudes may be based in early childhood experiences. When caregivers are stable figures, children may seek-and have the opportunity-to model these consistent attitudes and behaviors. Attachment style alone is insufficient to explain the development of political attitudes, but it may be an important influence.
